Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 PEKING 00396 080947Z 

15 

ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO 

PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 

SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 SAM-01 IO-ll OMB-01 DHA-02 ORM-02 

/101 W 

039782 

P R 080901Z MAR 76 
FMUSLO PEKING 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5259 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY KABUL 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PEKING 0396 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: DIPLOMATS' VISIT TO CAMBODIA: VIETNAMESE EXODUS 

REF: PEKING 0395 

1 . FOLLOWING IS MUNRO’S REPORT ON SWEDISH AMBASSADOR 
BJORK'S COMMENTS ON EXODUS OF VIETNAMESE FROM 
CAMBODIA (UNNECESSARY WORDS OMITTED): 

2. BEGIN TEXT. CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT LEADERS SAY THAT 
CAMBODIA'S ENTIRE VIETNAMESE MINORITY HAS LEFT THE 
COUNTRY AND MOVED TOVIETNAM. BJORK SAID. 
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3. BJORK SAID VIETNAMESE REPRESENTATIVES IN PHNOM PENH 
CONFIRMED THAT THE VIETNAMESE MIN ORITY -APPROXIMATELY 
FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND PERSONS--HAS LEFT CAMBODIA IN 
RECENT MONTHS. ALTHOUGH BJORK SAID HE DID NOT DIS- 
COVER EXACTLY HOW THIS MASSIVE TRANSFER OF POPULATION 
WAS ORGANIZED, "THERE WAS SOME SORT OF AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS OF CAMBODIA AND NORTH AND 
SOUTH VIETNAM." 

4. THE SWEDISH ENVOY CALLED THE MIGRATION "A REMARK- 
ABLE CHANGE THAT HAS PASSED ALMOST UNNOTICED." THE 
CAMBODIAN LEADERS SUGGESTED THAT THE VIETNAMESE WERE 
EITHER UNWILLING OR UNABLE TO JOIN CAMBODIAN COOPERA- 
TIVES AND THAT IT WAS FELT THEY SHOULD RETURN TO THEIR 
HOMELAND TO JOIN VIETNAMESE COOPERATIVES. BJORK 

SAID CAMBODIAN OFFICIALS POINTEDLY NOTED THAT THE 
VIETNAMESE WERE IN CAMBODIA IN THE FIRST PLACE ONLY 
BECAUSE "FRENCH IMPERIALISTS" HAD IMPORTED THEM AS 
LABORERS MANY DECADES AGO. END TEXT 
THAYER 
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